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SKYSONG GROUNDBREAKING CEREMONY SCHEDULED FOR 
THIS FRIDAY MORNING   Residents are invited to attend the 
SkySong groundbreaking ceremony this Friday, Jan. 20th from 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. that will be held on the southeast corner of 
Scottsdale and McDowell roads.  
 
Recently, the development partners of the ASU-Scottsdale 
Innovation Center announced that the center will be named and 
marketed as SkySong, capitalizing on the visibility of the iconic 

shade structure named SkySong that will soar over the interior intersection at the heart of the 37-
acre site. 
 

Unanimously approved by the Scottsdale City Council, the design plans for the first phases of the 
center includes two, four-story buildings, each with about 157,000 square feet and extensive 
landscaping along McDowell and Scottsdale roads and throughout the interior of the site. 
Construction of the first building will begin in March or April 2006. 
 

Higgins Development Partners and The Plaza Companies are co-developers of the project in 
collaboration with the ASU Foundation and the City of Scottsdale with USAA Real Estate Company 
as financial partner. Artists' renderings and elevations depicting the revised plans are posted on the 
city's Web site at www.scottsdaleaz.gov/ASUScottsdale/_slides/Phase1proposal-img1.asp. For more 
information about the groundbreaking ceremony, contact City of Scottsdale Public Information 
Officer, Pat Dodds at (480) 312-2336. 

 

LOWE’S HOME IMPROVEMENT STORE BUILDS A HOME IN SCOTTSDALE’S REVITALIZATION 
COMMUNITY 183,600 square feet of home improvement bliss is coming to south Scottsdale in 
November 2006 if all planning and construction go well. The former Kmart site, located on the NW 
corner of Hayden and McDowell roads, will be home to a new Lowe’s home improvement store. 
Scottsdale's Development Review Board approved the site and building plans last December and as 
of January 15th, the land sale closed with Lowe's moving forward on the existing buildings' 
hazardous waste remediation and demolition in February.  Construction is expected to begin in April 
with a total construction budget of $11.5 million.  Lowe's will employee over 300 people and bring a 
much-needed resource to the area. For more information, contact Laurel Edgar, Revitalization 
Manager, (480) 312-7313. 

www.scottsdaleaz.gov/ASUScottsdale/_slides/Phase1proposal-img1.asp


HOW MUCH MORE TIME WILL IT TAKE TO BEAUTIFY SCOTTSDALE ROAD?  As a signature 
street in the community and potentially the city’s primary high capacity transit corridor, 
Scottsdale Road presents an opportunity to tie the community together with a coordinated set of 
design guidelines including an arts master plan. 
 

Streetscape improvements for the section of Scottsdale Road from the south city limits to 
Chaparral are a priority over the next two years to support neighborhood preservation and to 
complement the development of SkySong and the active infill projects in downtown Scottsdale. 
Here’s a timeline for the next two phases: 
 

Streetscape Open House  
February 22 (Phase One) & 23 (Phase Two)  
8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. & from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
Community Design Studio, 7506 E. Indian School Rd.  
Repeated presentations will be given throughout the day and one presentation will be given 
during the evening. On February 22, meeting participants will be asked for input on initial 
designs of Phase One from McKellips to Osborn (potential locations of medians, curbs and 
access modifications will be shown on aerials, as well as suggested cross-sections, edge 
treatments, furnishings, landscaping, lighting and paving treatments will be displayed on boards). 
On February 23, input on design ideas for Phase Two, from Osborn to Chaparral, will also be 
solicited. For more information, contact Dawn Coomer, Senior Transportation Planner, at (480) 
312-7637. 
 

A NEW FACILITY FOR HEARD CHEVROLET Heard Chevrolet has started construction on its new 
dealership at the SW corner of Pima and McDowell roads and will be the newest in Scottsdale. 
Upon completion, Heard will relocate its new car operations to the facility. Bill Heard also owns 
the NW corner of Pima and McDowell, however plans for that location have not yet been 
prepared. For more information, contact Harold Stewart, Business Services Manager, (480) 312-
2311.  
 

TEMPORARY STREET BARRIER ADDS PROTECTION TO HOMES ON HAYDEN ROAD At the 
request of citizens, the city recently installed a new cable barrier along Hayden frontage road, 
east side of Hayden Rd. between Fairmont Ave. and Whitton Ave. The cable barrier was 
constructed as a temporary response to residents’ concerns for the protection of the homes facing 
Hayden Road. The cables, similar to what is used on the 101 Freeway, were chosen with input 
from adjacent property owners and are anticipated to be in place for approximately 18 months 
until a more permanent and aesthetic plan can be developed. City staff will use the Indian School 
Rd. design project as the cornerstone for the Hayden Rd. improvements and will seek additional 
public input. For more information, call Dave Meinhart, (480) 312-7010. 
 

For a web version of this update, visit: 
www.ScottsdaleAZ.gov/reinvestment 
 

To subscribe to this update, visit: 
https://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/listserve/ 
 
To see the Mayor, Council & Government Agenda Planner, visit: 
http://eservices.scottsdaleaz.gov/cc_planner_public/calendar_single.asp 
 

To see the city’s Calendar of Events, visit: 
www.scottsdaleaz.gov/events/default.asp 
 

To see a list of the city’s south transportation improvement projects, visit: 
www.scottsdaleaz.gov/projects/ProjectsInNews/ or www.ScottsdaleAZ.gov/reinvestment  
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